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Canine Legislation Position Statement

ENFORCEMENT OF THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT

The federal Animal Welfare Act enforced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
intended to regulate wholesale breeders, dealers and caretakers of dogs. The USDA has
regularly strengthened the standards for humane care and treatment of dogs and other animals by
persons regulated under the Act. The American Kennel Club® supports increasing the number of
USDA enforcement personnel dealing with wholesale dog operations and strong enforcement of
the requirements of the Animal Welfare Act.
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