
HERDING GROUP 

The Herding Group,  created in 1983,  i s  the newest  AKC c lass i f icat ion;  it s  members  were 

formerly members  of  the Working Group.  Al l  breeds share the fabulous abi l ity  to  control  

the movement of  other  an imals .  A remarkable  example is  the low -set  Corgi ,  perhaps  one 

foot  tal l  at  the shoulders ,  which  can dr ive  a  herd of  cows many t imes i ts  s ize to pasture 

by leaping and n ipping at  their  heels .  The vast  major ity  of  Herding dogs,  as  household 

pets ,  never cross  paths  with  a farm animal .  Nevertheless ,  pure inst inct  pr ompts  many of  

these dogs to gent ly herd  their  owners,  especia l ly  the ch i ldren of  the fami ly .  In  general ,  

these inte l l igent dogs make excel lent  companions and respond beaut ifu l ly to tra in ing 

exercises.  

1.  Austra l ian  Catt le Dog  

2.  Austra l ian  Shepard  

3.  Bearded Col l ie  

4.  Beauceron 

5.  Belg ian  Mal inois  

6.  Belg ian  Sheepdog 

7.  Belg ian  Tervuren  

8.  Bergamasco  

9.  Berger  P icard   

10. Border  Col l ie  

11. Bouvier  Des F landers  

12. Briard  

13. Cannan Dog  

14. Cardigan  Welsh  Corgi  

15. Col l ie  

16. Ent lebucher  Moutain  Dog  

17. Fin ish  Lapphund  

18. German Shepherd Dog  

19. Ice landic  Sheepdog  

20. Miniature American Shepard  

21. Norwegian Buhund  

22. Old Engl ish  Sheepdog  

23. Pembroke Welsh Corgi  

24. Pol ish  Lowland Sheepdog  

25. Pul i  

26. Pyrenean Sheepdog  

27. Shet land Sheepdog  

28. Spanish Water  Dog  

29. Swedish  Val lhund  

HOUND GROUP 

Most hounds share the common ancestra l  t ra it  of  being used for  hunt ing.  Some use 

acute scent ing powers  to fo l low a  t ra i l .  Others  demonstrate  a  phenomenal  g if t  of  
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stamina as  they re lent less ly  run  down quarry.  Beyond th is ,  however,  general izat ions 

about  hounds are  hard  to  come by,  s ince the Group encompasses  quite  a  d iverse  lot .  

There are Pharaoh Hounds,  Norwegian E lkhounds,  Afghans and Beagles,  among others.  

Some hounds share the d ist inct  ab i l ity  to  produce a  unique sound known as  baying.  

You'd best  sample th is  sound before you decide to get  a  hound of  your own to be sure 

i t 's  your cup of  tea.  

1.  Afghan Hound 

2.  American Engl ish Coonhound  

3.  American Foxhound  

4.  Basenj i  

5.  Basset  Hound 

6.  Beagle  

7.  Black and Tan Coonhound  

8.  Bloodhound 

9.  Bluet ick Coonhound  

10. Borzoi  

11. Cirneco Del l ’Etna  

12. Dachshund  

13. Engl ish  Foxhound  

14. Greyhound  

15. Harr ier  

16. Ib izan Hound  

17. I r i sh  Wolfhound  

18. Norwegian E lkhound  

19. Otterhound  

20. Pet it  Basset  Gr i f fon Vendeen  

21. Pharaoh Hound  

22. Plott  

23. Portuguese Podengo Pequeno  

24. Redbone Coonhound  

25. Rhodesian Ridgeback  

26. Saluki  

27. Scott ish Deerhound  

28. Treeing Walker  Coonhound  

29. Whippet  

TOY GROUP 

The d iminut ive  s ize  and winsome express ions of  Toy dogs i l lustrate  the main  funct ion of  

th is  Group:  to  embody sheer  del ight .  Don't  let  their  t iny stature fool  you,  though -  -  

many Toys  are  tough as  nai ls .  I f  you haven't  yet  exper ienced the barking of  an an gry 

Chihuahua, for  example,  wel l ,  just  wait .  Toy dogs wi l l  a lways be popular  with  c i ty  

dwel lers  and people without much l iv ing space.  They make ideal  apartment  dogs and 

terr if ic  lap warmers on n ippy nights .  ( Incidental ly ,  smal l  breeds may be found in every  

Group, not  just  the Toy Group.  We advise  everyone to  ser iously  consider  gett ing a  smal l  
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breed,  when appropr iate,  i f  for no other  reason than to  min imize some of  the problems 

inherent  in  canines such as  shedding,  creat ing messes  and cost  of  care.  And tra in ing 

as ide,  it ' s  st i l l  eas ier  to control  a  ten -pound dog than it  i s  one ten t imes that  s ize . )  

1.  Affenpinscher  

2.  Brussels  Gr i f fon  

3.  Caval ier  K ing Char les  Spanie l  

4.  Chihuahua 

5.  Chinese Crested  

6.  Engl ish  Toy Spanie l  

7.  Havanese 

8.  I ta l ian  Greyhound  

9.  Japanese Chin  

10. Maltese  

11. Manchester Terr ier  

12. Miniature P inscher  

13. Papi l lon  

14. Pekingese  

15. Pomeranian  

16. Poodle  (Toy)  

17. Pug  

18. Shih  Tzu  

19. Si lky  Terr ier  

20. Toy Fox Terr ier  

21. Yorkshire  Terr ier  

NON-SPORTING GROUP  

Non-sport ing dogs are  a  d iverse  group.  Here are sturdy animals  with  as  d if ferent  

personal i t ies and appearances as  the Chow Chow,  Dalmat ian,  French Bul ldog ,  and 

Keeshond.  Talk  about  d i f ferences in  s ize ,  coat ,  and v isage!  Some,  l ike  the Schipperke and 

T ibetan Spanie l  are  uncommon s ights  in  the average neighborhood.  Others,  however,  

l ike  the Poodle and Lhasa Apso,  have quite  a large fo l lowing.  The breeds in  th e Non-

Sport ing Group are a  var ied col lect ion in  terms of  s ize ,  coat ,  personal i ty  and overal l  

appearance.  

1.  American Eskimo Dog  

2.  Bichon Fr ise  

3.  Boston Terr ier  

4.  Bul ldog 

5.  Chinese Shar-Pei  

6.  Chow Chow 

7.  Coton De Tulear  

8.  Dalmat ian 

9.  Fin ish  Sp itz  

10. French  Bul ldog  
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11. Keeshond  

12. Lhasa Apso  

13. Lowchen  

14. Norwegian Lundhund  

15. Poodle  

16. Schipperke  

17. Shiba Inu  

18. Tibetan Spanie l  

19. Tibetan  Terr ier  

20. Xoloitzcu int l i  

SPORTING GROUP 

Natural ly  act ive and a lert ,  Sport ing dogs make l ikeable,  well - rounded companions.  

Members  of  the Group include pointers ,  retr ievers ,  setters  and spanie ls .  Remarkable  for  

their  inst incts in  water  and woods,  many of  these breeds act ive ly  cont inue to  part ic ipate  

in  hunt ing and other  f ie ld  act iv i t ies .  Potent ia l  owners  of  Sport ing dogs need to real ize 

that  most  require  regular ,  invigorat ing exercise.  

1.  American Water Spanie l  

2.  Boykin  Spanie l  

3.  Brit tany 

4.  Chesapeake Bay Retr iever  

5.  Clumber Spanie l  

6.  Cocker  Spanie l  

7.  Curly-Coated Retr iever  

8.  Engl ish  Cocker  Spanie l  

9.  Engl ish  Setter  

10. Engl ish  Spr inger  Spanie l  

11. Fie ld  Spanie l  

12. Flat -Coated Retr iever  

13. German Shorthaired Pointer  

14. German Wirehaired Pointer  

15. Golden Retr iever  

16. Gordon Setter  

17. I r i sh  Red and White Setter  

18. I r i sh  Setter  

19. I r i sh  Water  Spanie l  

20. Labrador  Retr iever  

21. Lagotto  Romagnolo  

22. Nova Scot ia  Duck Tol l ing Retriever  

23. Pointer  

24. Spinone Ita l iano  

25. Sussex Spanie l  

26. Vizs la  

27. Weimaraner  

http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/keeshond/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/lhasa-apso/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/lowchen/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/poodle/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/schipperke/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/tibetan-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/tibetan-terrier/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/groups/sporting/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-water-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boykin-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/brittany/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/chesapeake-bay-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/clumber-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/cocker-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/curly-coated-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/english-cocker-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/english-setter/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/english-springer-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/field-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/flat-coated-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-shorthaired-pointer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-wirehaired-pointer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/golden-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/gordon-setter/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/irish-red-and-white-setter/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/irish-setter/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/irish-water-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/labrador-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/lagotto-romagnolo/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/nova-scotia-duck-tolling-retriever/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/pointer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/spinone-italiano/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/sussex-spaniel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/vizsla/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/weimaraner/


28. Welsh Spr inger Spanie l  

29. Wirehaired Point ing Gr i f fon  

30. Wirehaired Vizs la  

TERRIER GROUP 

People  fami l iar  with th is  Group invar iably  comment  on the d ist inct ive  terr ier  

personal i ty .  These are  feisty,  energet ic  dogs who se s izes range from fa ir ly  small ,  as  in  

the Norfo lk,  Cairn  or  West Highland White  Terr ier ,  to  the grand Airedale  Terr ier.  Terr iers 

typ ica l ly  have l i tt le to lerance for  other  an imals ,  inc luding other dogs.  Their  ancestors  

were bred to  hunt and ki l l  vermin.  M any cont inue to project  the att i tude that  they're  

a lways eager  for  a sp ir i ted  argument .  Most  terr iers have wiry  coats  that  require  specia l  

grooming known as  str ipping in  order to mainta in a  character ist ic  appearance.  In  

general ,  they make engaging pets ,  bu t  require  owners  with the determinat ion to  match 

their  dogs '  l ive ly  characters .  

1.  Airedale Terr ier  

2.  American Staffordshire  Terr ier  

3.  Austra l ian  Terr ier  

4.  Bedl ington Terr ier  

5.  Border  Terr ier  

6.  Bul l  Terr ier  

7.  Cairn  Terr ier  

8.  Cesky Terr ier  

9.  Dandie  Dinmont T err ier  

10. Glen of  Imaal  Terrier  

11. I r i sh  Terrier  

12. Kerry Blue Terr ier  

13. Lakeland Terr ier  

14. Manchester Terr ier  

15. Miniature Bul l  Terr ier  

16. Miniature Schnauzer  

17. Norfolk  Terr ier  

18. Norwich Terr ier  

19. Parson Russel l  Terr ier  

20. Rat  Terrier  

21. Russel l  Terr ier  

22. Scott ish  Terr ier  

23. Sealyham Terr ier  

24. Skye Terr ier  

25. Smooth Fox Terr ier  

26. Staffordshire Bul l  Terr ier  

27. Welsh Terr ier  

28. West  Highland White  Terr ier  

29. Wire Fox Terr ier  
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WORKING GROUP 

Dogs of  the Working Group were bred to perform such jobs as  guarding property,  pul l ing 

s leds  and performing water  rescues.  They have been invaluable  assets  to  man 

throughou t the ages.  The Doberman P inscher,  S iber ian Husky and Great Dane are  

included in  th is  Group,  to name just  a few.  Quick to  learn,  these inte l l igent ,  capable 

animals  make sol id companions.  Their  considerable d imensions and strength a lone,  

however,  make many working dogs unsuitable as  pets for average fami l ies .  And again ,  by 

v i r tue of  their  s ize a lone, these dogs must  be proper ly  t ra ined.  

1.  Akita  

2.  Alaskan Malamute  

3.  Anatol ian  Shepherd Dog  

4.  Bernese Mountain  Dog  

5.  Black Russ ian  Terr ier  

6.  Boerboel  

7.  Boxer  

8.  Bul lmast i f f  

9.  Cane Corso 

10. Chinook  

11. Doberman P inscher  

12. Dogue de Bordeaux  

13. German P inscher  

14. Giant  Schnauzer  

15. Great  Dane  

16. Great  Pyrenees  

17. Greater Swiss  Mountain  Dog  

18. Komondor  

19. Kuvasz  

20. Leonberger  

21. Mast if f  

22. Neapol i tan  Mast if f  

23. Newfoundland  

24. Portuguese Water  Dog  

25. Rottwei ler  

26. Samoyed  

27. Siber ian  Husky  

28. Standard Schnauzer  

29. Tibetan Mast if f  

30. St .  Bernard  

MISCELLANEOUS CLASS  

The breeds current ly  e l ig ib le to part ic ipate  in  the Miscel laneous Class  are  st i l l  enrol led  

in  the AKC Foundat ion Stock Service®.  FSS® enrol lment is  mainta ined unt i l  the AKC Board 

of  D irectors  accepts the breed for  regular  status.  Author it ies  acknowledge th at  

http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/groups/working/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/akita/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/alaskan-malamute/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/anatolian-shepherd-dog/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bernese-mountain-dog/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/black-russian-terrier/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boerboel/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boxer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bullmastiff/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/cane-corso/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/chinook/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/doberman-pinscher/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/dogue-de-bordeaux/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-pinscher/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/giant-schnauzer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/great-dane/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/great-pyrenees/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/greater-swiss-mountain-dog/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/komondor/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/kuvasz/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/leonberger/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/mastiff/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/neapolitan-mastiff/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/newfoundland/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-water-dog/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rottweiler/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/samoyed/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/siberian-husky/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/standard-schnauzer/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/tibetan-mastiff/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/st-bernard/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/groups/miscellaneous-class/


throughout the world  there are several  hundred d ist inct  breeds of  purebred dogs,  not  a l l  

of  which are AKC recognized breeds.  Those of f ic ia l ly  recognized for  AKC registrat ion 

appear in  the Stud Book of  the American Kennel  Club. The AKC provides for  a reg ular  

path  of  development  for  a new breed,  which  may result  in  that  breed’s  fu l l  recognit ion  

and appearance in the of f ic ia l  Stud Book as  an  AKC recognized breed.  

1.  American Hair less  T err ier  

2.  Azawakh  

3.  Belg ian  Laekenois  

4.  Dogo Argent ino  

5.  Grand Basset  Gr if fon Vendeen  

6.  Norrbottenspets  

7.  Peruvian Inca Orchid  

8.  Portuguese Podengo  

9.  Pumi 

10. Sloughi  

 

http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-hairless-terrier/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/azawakh/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/dogo-argentino/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/grand-basset-griffon-vendeen/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norrbottenspets/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/peruvian-inca-orchid/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/pumi/
http://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/sloughi/

